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Art. IV. — A Memoir of the Primitive Church of Malayi'ila, or of 
the Syrian Christians of the Apostle TiiOiM as, /rom its first rise 
to the present time, by Captain Ciiaiu.es Swanston, of the 
Honourable East India Company's Military Service on the 
Madras Establishment. — Communicated by the Madras Literary 
Society and Auxiliary Royal Asiatic Society. 

(^Conlimiedfrum I'ol. I. page 192.) 

CHAPTER THE FOURTH. 

luoM Tin; iixi'ui.sioN oi' Tin; jr.si.'n.s, a.d. ICCi, lo iiir. found.vi ion oi iiii; 

(:OI.Ll;(ir. OI- KOTTAVAM AND Till; I.SrAlll.lSIIMKNT OF THE IIUITISII MISSION- 

Aiiiics WITH Tin; ciiuiicii, a.d. 101.'). 

Ai'TKii the suppression of tlie Jesuits, tlic followers of Ai.i'.xandf.u, 
who hiiil iLSSiiincd the designation of Syio-Roiiinn Catholics, or old 
Cinistians, did not continue many years a united church. Alex an - 
DEii died A.D. 1G7G, and was succeeded by a Portuguese priest, Don 
DiE(io Dii Annunciacio, who was nominated by the King of Portu- 
gal, Don Pedho the Second, archljishop of Krauganor. 

Don DiEc.o, being unable to repair iiiinicdiutely to his diocess, 
sent a cominission to Malabar, a|)|iointing the Archdeacon ftLviiii-.w, 
of KoriovolanghAt, to rule over the people and to manage the aflairs 
of the archbisliopric. This selection of the archl)ishop was not ap- 
proved of by the majority of the clergy or people, who refused lo 
acknowledge Matiikw as their prelate. The archdeacon had recourse 
to the thunders of the church lo coni[)cl them to obedience; and llio 
schismatic party, to escape from the ed'ects of the much-dreaded 
curse of the churcli, and perhaps from the more awful and horrid 
cruellies of the inipiisition of Goa, separated themselves from their 
brethren, and prolliued their allegiance lo the Carmelite friars of 
Virapoly, the secret instigators of (he rebellion. 

Ill the year 170;), Don John lti;iii;iito was consecrated arch- 
bi.shop of Kranganor by the pope, lNO(i;NTnis the 'I'welfth. At his 
d('alh, A.D. 1715, the seed of discord was again sown amongst this 
iinliappy people. They split into factions, and finally were divided 
under three ecclesiastical jurisdictions — the archbishopric of Kranga- 
nor, the bishopric of Cochin and Quilon, and the vicar apostolic ol 
Virapoly. 

The churches which had maintained their independence under 
the Archdeacon Mak Thomas of Palakomnmtta, were designulcd 
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Soliismntios, .lacobilcs, or New (Ihristiaiis. On their separation IVoiu 
the Popisli connnuninii, thoy were exposed to powerful ciicniics and 
serious dangers. The Roman Catholics regarding their secession as 
an act both of apostasy and rebellion, persecnted them with nnrelent- 
ing animosity ; the princes of the conntry, seeing their defenceless 
slate, considered them as fit snbjects for ])lnnder and insult; and the 
subsequent conquest of the whole country, by the Haja of Travancor, 
rednci'd (hem to the lowest state of poverty and depression. But, 
nolwiihstaiuling all these accnniiilutcd miseries and misfortunes, Maii 
Thomas upheld the dignity of his oflice. lie defended his church 
with courage and vigour against the persecutions of the emissaries of 
Homo, and (he remaining immunities and privileges of his sidjjecls 
from encroachments on the side of the princes of the country. 

In the year IGG.*), RIau (jliuxiouius, patriarch of Jerusalem, visited 
Malabar, and consecrated Mar Thomas, whom he found ruling over 
the eluirch of the Syrian Christians of MalayCda. Mar Ghkooruis 
died in the country, but during his lifetime and residence with the 
chureii he personally discharged none of the dulios of diocesan. 

In the year 1678, Mar Anorkw succeeded to Mar Grwsorups; 
and on tiie death of AIar An'duuw, about the year 168.'5, two pre- 
lalcs. Mar Basiluis and Mar Gaiihiki,, came into Malayala. 
These prelates were not recognised as entitled to the management of 
the allairsofthe church, and never exercised the actual finictions of 
metropolitan. These rested with tlie local diocesan. The foreign 
dignitaries resided privately in a church appointed for them, and were 
consulted on occasions of importance. 

On the death of Mar Basimus, Mar Ga)ir!i;i,, with the aid of 
a faction of the clergy and people, endeavoured to depose Mar Tno- 
>TAS, and to usurp the government of the church. His proceedings 
were most violent and outrageous. He cursed the native prelate, 
declared all his acts invalid, and reordaincd the KatanCirs or deacons by 
force. He consecrated a young priest of the family of Palakomniatta, 
and raised him to the episcopacy ; but both the consccrator and the 
fonseoralod paid the debt of nature before the aged native nielropolilan, 
who lived to place the niitrc on the head of his own ne|)licw, and 
expired after a long reign. 

Tlie nephew assumed the name of Mar Thomas, but the manner of 
his nomination was disapproved of by the sehismatical parly; an<l his 
authority in the diocess met with serious opposition and resistance. 
I\Iar Thomas had recourse to the secular arm of the Raja of Cochin, 
and (he despotism of the prince silenced the chnnours of the cliurch ; 
but the stubborn temper of the discontented maintained their secret 
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opposition, and tlicir request, convoyed tluongli tlie niedimn of the 
Dutch governor of Cochin to tiieir palriarcli of Antiocii, for a supply 
of missionaries, was readily granted. 

In the year 17.00, Mar Basm.ius maphriana, Mar GRr.cioniis 
metropolitan, and Mar .Joiiannks (called in Malabar Evanius) 
bishop, were conducted with honour into Travancor. The maphriana 
was invested with authority to consecrate Mar 'I'iio.mas metropolitan, 
and brought with liiin the crosier, the crucifix, and the ring ; but, a 
quarrel ensuing, the consecration did not take place. These foreign 
prelates, at the instigation of many of the priests, and amongst others 
CvRii., whon) they instructed, and whom report speaks of in high 
terms as a scholar and a Christian, attempted to take upon themselves 
the government of the church, but which Mar 'I'iiomas resisted, and 
resisted successfully. 

In the n\idst of this schism and discord Mar Thomas died, having 
previously consecrated his nephew, MarTiioma, who succeeded him 
in deliance of the foreigners; and in the same year, a.d. 17.07, the 
maphriana consecrated Cykii, bishop in the church of Kandidad. 

For nineteen years the factions of the clergy and laity were unap- 
jjcascd, their chinches were mined, and the whole of this people 
almost reduced to beggary, when the animosities of the prelates were 
suspended at the sicrn command of the sovereign of Travancor. The, 
foreign faction, both clergy and people, submitted to the decision of 
their Iliiid6 prince, and acknowledged the supremacy of their native 
prelate; and their contumacy was punished by a fine of 72,000 
ehuckrams, or ,3,000 rupees. 

Their reconciliation was celebrated by the consecration of Mar 
TiioMA metropolitan, by the name of Mar Dionvhius. lie was 
adorned with the crosier, the crucifix, and the ring, which had been 
brought from (Mialdica by the niuphriana for the decoralion of his 
uncle; and he was invested with plenary and paramount authority in 
all affairs of the church. The foreign bishops, GurfjoRiL's and .Jo- 
iiANNKH, or F.VANius, Mar Basfmus maphriana, having died a.o. 
17().0, withdrew to a church given to them f(n' their residence on a 
fixed daily allowance or pension, and interfered not with the govern- 
ment of the affairs of the church further than as advisers and referees 
— the local or native metropolitan enjoying the sole executive power. 

In the year 1772, the daily allowance stipulated for the mainte- 
nance of the foreign prelates was withheld l)y Mar Dionyshjs; and 
GRECiOUius was, in his old age, left without support. Necessitated 
to quit the place of his retirement, he repaired to Cochin, and there 
conferred on Cvrii, the full dignity of metropolitan. The Dutch 
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niilliorilics witnessed Cvun/s elevation, nncl certified the legality of 
liis consecration. The Ritja of Cochin acknowledged him as primate 
over the cluirches within his dominions, and sanctioned the perform- 
ance of the duties of his ministry. Bat his adversary, Uionysius, 
was too powerful; Cvuii. was compelled to yield up his insignia of 
odioc, and, betrayed by the ni'ija of Cochin, was treacherously deli- 
vered into the hands of bis rival, by whom he was thrown in(o con- 
lincniont, and treated with every indignity and insult. 

To what period his imprisonment extended is not known : all 
that can lie ascertained is, that ho was released from his eoiilinenient 
by the zeal and courage of a brother, iuid that his (light was directed 
to Agngnur, where he found refuge and rest from (he persecuti(ui of 
his eiu'micR. At Agiigiiur Cvuii, built a church, aiul lived there a 
rcelnse (ill his death, which happened in the month of Juno 1811, 
shortly after liis having consecrated his successor. 

The (light and retirement of Cy an. was followed by the death of 
both RI.Aii Giir.ooiuus nietropolitan, and Mar .Ioiianni;s, or Eva- 
NU's, bishop. IMaii Dionysius, now in full possession of his dioccss, 
reigned undisturbed, and exercised his power with moderation and 
justice. The power of a nictropolitan, among a people dispirited by 
oppression and sunk in ignorance, must undoubtedly be very con- 
siderable and extensive, particidarly in a |)relate whose secidar aullio- 
rily equals his spiritual jurisdiction. This diocesan not oidy called 
councils by iu"s own authority to dolibernte and decide on (lie nll'airs 
of llie church, but he adminislered justice and took eogni/aiu'c of 
civil causes among the niembers of bis eomnumion. His inllucncc was 
maiutaiucd on the one liaiul by the authority of the lliiuUi sovereign, 
and on the other by his right of exconnnuuieating the disobedient 
nu^mbers of his church. The latter gave, as it yet gives, the niclr()|io- 
lilau a great degree of power and aulhorily; Cor nothing liiis a more 
terrifying aspect to the peo|)le than a sentence of exconiniunicatiou, 
which they vcckon among the greatest and most tremendous evils. 
I\Iau nioNvsu's appears to have been a man of probity, pliable and 
obseijuious in his commerce with persons of all ranks, and extremely 
zealous in promoting practical religion, which lie rceoin mended by his 
example as well as by his proeepls. 

Mau DioNvsms was succeeded as metropolitan by a priest of llic 
Homau church of Korrovolangliat, whom he had cdiiealed, and whom 
he consecrated in the year 1707, a few years before his death, under 
the name of Mau Thomas. This prelate was of the family in wliich 
the diiiiiilv of archdeacon, and afterwards of metropolitan, had been 
hereditary for many eeiituries, but which had gone over to the Uoiiiau 
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Catholics will) Ai.exandku of Pi'vlukommatta ; since wiiicli period tim 
(Misloin had been lo get u yoiilii IVoni liiat family, and place liiin with 
the metropolitan for the time being, to instruct him and eventually 
to consecialc iiim. 

'I'he successor nominated by Maii Thomas was his own ne|)hn\v, 
PADUii TiiOMA, who had been brought over from the family of Kor- 
vovolanghat, a man of the most inoftensive conduct and manners ; 
but, as his appointment was not consonant to the wishes of the body 
of the people, much dissension arose in consequence throughout the, 
church. The enemies of the nephew laboured with unremitting vigi- 
lance and intrigue to poison the mind of the uncle by every calumny 
that could be invented. Tluiy represented PAnar. Tiio.ma as one of 
Ihe worst of characters ; painted his life as one scene of evil doinirs 
and ambitious schcmings to gain possession of (he prelacy; and finished 
by persuading the aged bishop to withdraw from the society of his 
nephew, and to throw himself on the support and juolection of his 
peojjle. Agitated by their constant representations, and alarmed for 
Ihe safety of his person, IVIaii Thomas deelini.'d all interconrsf; with 
his nephew, and withheld from hinr the sacred ollices of consecration. 

Soon after, Maii Thomas ended his pontificate; and, as he had 
refused till his last moments to install his nephew in the prelacy, or to 
nominate any other person to be his successor, his altendiinis took 
upon themselves to call Padkk Tiio.ma to the bishop's licdside ; and 
a Kalaniir, nanuid frr'n', with a Anv otiier.s of the clergy, robing him 
in th<; (rpi.scopal vestments, nnidi; liini kneel down near the cot of (Ik; 
expiring liishoj), and consecrated him to be tlicir metropolitan by ihu 
name of Mar Tiioma, 

This nomination received the sanction of the llajas of Travancor 
and Cochin. Hut, howev(!r, as the appointment was not only irre- 
gular, but contrary to the usages and anr.ient customs of the ehnrcli, 
the greater body of the Christians refused to grant him obedience, and 
suspended the payment of the usual allowance for l;is subsistence. 
'J'hey appealed against his usinpation to the Hritish authority, and 
a)>plie(l to their patriarch for an ordained prelate, but in ncillior case 
with success; when the sudden demise of Maii Tiiom a allayed their 
dissensions, and restored peace and harmony to the cliuicli. 

The history, misfortunes, and character of this depressed primitive 
people began about this period to excite the attention of the l>rili>li 
authority in Tiavancor, and to attract the kindness, if not to expe- 
rience the most decided protection, of their native sovereign. I'niin 
this period the Christians of Saint Thomas hiivc no hmeer had reason 
to complain of the ('ohl and silent indid'erence of their l>relhr(;ii in 
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Einopo. Much (lifficnltY, liowovcr, was for a time experienced in 
improving their condition, in consecpicncc of the internnl dissensions 
amongst llic clcrary and people, owing to tlie irrcgidarity of the conse- 
cration of their bishop, and his want of qualilicatiotis to till the oflicc. 
AVith the aid, however, of the llainban or priest Joski'ii, a man of 
cniinent piety and zeal, tlio Britisli resident was able to make arrange- 
ments for erecting a college at Kottayain, a central sitnation, for the 
edncation of the clergy and Syrian youths in general, and to adopt 
nn-asiircs which appeared rccpiisite for the general amelioration of the 
Syrian connnunity. Three linglish missionaries were attached to the 
college, with the fullest approbation of the bishop, clergy, and people ; 
and, in conlidcntial union with the nation, they |)roceeiled to carry 
into general cllcct the arrangements necessary for the improvement of 
the church.' 

Tlie temporal situation of the Christians was also nialcrially 
improved. The intelligent and liberal-minded Riini of 'I'ravancor 
appeared to feel a deep interest in their situation. Her highness 
appointed a considerable number of them to public odiccs, and 
generously presented the sinn of twenty thousand rupees to the college 
of Ivottavani, besides a very considerable grant of land, with one. 
hundred slaves to cultivate it, as an endowment for its support. 



CIIAfTKIl Till", IIITII. 

1 i!OM Tirr. roiUDATKiN or run coi.i.Kor. or kottavam, and rnr. r.KTAiii.isir- 
Mr.NT or riir. nnnisii MissiONAUir.s wrni tiir, cuuncn, a.I). 101.5, to tiik 
iMu.sr.NT DAV, A.n. 1020. 

I\1au TiioMA was succeeded in his olYu-c. by the Hantban .Josi'i-ir, 
«ho. "orn out with age and abstinence, lived long enough oidy to 

' The Kiiglisli missionaries ntlarlicil to tlie cluircli liacc condiictod tlicinselvcn 
M-itU ureat iniidciice, luiil tlicy nrc icspeclcd niiil beloved by llic |icoplc. Tlic fur. 
tlior ie.<:ort of ro.-ipfotntilo luul wcll-ediinitnd i-Iergynien of tlio fluncli of Kiiglniid 
will lie iMiidiiclivc of die Rieatcst ndvnntiij'e, for llic Syriiiiis tliemsclves mo liiiiieiit- 
nlilv di'fiiii'iit ill knowledge, energy, and ability j niid tlie assistance of iiileiiiiedinto 
ngoiits is llieicforc rendered essentially iiei'essary to tlio success of the niensiires 
nd<i|iled for tlie amelioration of tlic comniiinily. 

Tlio missionaries nt present manage for tliem tlic temporal as well as tlic 
spiritual concerns of their cliuicli, under tlie direction of the metropolitan. They 
form also the medium of communication lietwoeii die peojile and government, and 
all their privileges are to n certain degree committed to their care. 

The eslablishmcnt of the college, in which the metiopolltan resides as its head, 
consists of two malpans, or Syrian doctors, who lecture in Syilac, a learned Jfw 
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uKord the wannest lostinionies of salisractioii and joy at tlie iniprove- 
nicnt of liis cliui'cli. 

On tlie line of metropolitans fion* Mar Dionysius becoming ex- 
tinct by the death ofMAii Josiu-ii, RIar Piiiloxknus, the present 
metropolitan, was placed at tiic head of the church. RIar Piiiloxk- 
nus is second bishop in the direct line from Oyiiii-, and was con- 
secrated by iiis predecessor of the same name, at tlie church of 
Agufrnfir, A.i). 1812, in the presence of priests and Christians of the 
church of C'hatakulam and its appendant churches of Paraqui and 
Konankalakarc. Another candidate; was also put in nomination, named 
Davu), who is still living. Lots were drawn, after an invocation, 
ami the lot fell u[ion I'iiildxi.nus. I\1ar I'iiii.oxi.nds, before his 
elevation to his e|)iscopal dignity, was possessed of a large fortune, 
and was a free liver. At his consecration he relinquished the whole 
of his property to his relations, and assumed the character of a re- 
cluse, and the most abstemious habits. Vor money, or the riches of 
(his world, he has the most thorough contempt, lie is pre-eminent 
for a sim|)le dependiMice upon fJod, for an umdfecled simplicity of 
inuniiers, and for a most inliinatc knov/ledge of the character of his 
countrymen. 

Notwithstanding, however, his truly episcopal and Christian cha- 
racter, his elevation met with opposition from the parly of David; 
and, as the validity of his (consecration was called in question, a synod 
was held to put a stop to the clamours of the iiisidiordinatc, in the 
presence of the British resident, the Divan of Travancor, and the 
whole of the clergy of the dioeess, at Balghauty, near Cochin. The 
legality of his consecration was supported by two learned Ilambans, 
Pmr.ippus and Josr.pii, and opposed by the present Malpan Ko- 
NArrA. The decision was in favour of its legality. RIaii Piiii.o.vi:- 
NUH, however, had been called to the government of the church 
against his inclination ; and finding himself too infirm to discharge 

tcaclicr of lluhicw, two imlbc tcncliers of Sanskrit, ami an Kiiglisli tutor and liis 
a.H.iiKtuiit. 'I'lio iminliiir of atii<l(MUs i.i at pieHCUl fifty. one, Riglitvvii of ivlioin 
)iHV(! ri»:uiv(Ml lliv initiator)' oiiliiiatioin. 

Till! oiijcvtD wiiiuli tliK iiiissioiiarios liavo in viow aro : — 

I. Tliv circulation of tliv Holy Scriptiircs in tlic Syriac anil vcrnnciilar toiigiics' 
witli otiicr works of i'C'li|;ioiis and gcnural iiiforination. 

'i. Tlio general instriiutiun of yontli. 

y. The special iiLstriictioii of tlin clergy. 

4. Tlio erection anil ciilargcincnt of cliiirclicii. 

5. The expurgation of tlie ancient doctrines and rituals from the Popish 
ccrciiioiiiei), and the restoration of the primitive discipline and government of the 
church. 
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alone the high dnlios of his oflicn, ho. l)oggc(l ponnission to retire, to 
pass tlie remainder of his days in seclusion and prayer. 

M,\u GuouGK was in consequence elected to be his colleague, 
and consecrated under the name of Mar Dionysius. MauPiih.o- 
xr.xus chose for his retreat tlic churcii of Agiignfir, in which he had 
received liis consecration, and wliich liad been the place of refuge 
of (lie virtuous and learned Cvuii., by whom he had been educated 
and admitted into holy orders. Here he lived, avoiding every inler- 
ference in the allairs of the world, and resigning the management of 
his church to Mau Dionysius, till he was sunnnoned to perforin the 
sacred duties of his office over the grave of the latter. 

After the funeral of RLui Dionysius, the elders of the church, 
the most wealthy and respectable part of the laity, met for the selec- 
tion of a person to succeed the deceased metropolitan. The two 
principal Malpans, Aiiuaiiam of Mamalaehcri, and Piiilippus of 
Chapand, were put in nomination; and to these were added the 
Katanar .Josr.i'ii of Kallupar, in eonsequoncc of the recommendation 
of (he late metropolitan. In allusion to the circumstance recorded 
in the Holy Scriptures, relating to (he appointment of a successor to 
.li.DAs Isc.MiioT, lots ivcro drawn. 'I'wo papers wore put in for oaoli 
candidate, each containing an appeal to the Divine Heing: on the 
one was written, " If it be the will of Ood that Malpan AiiitAiiAM 
l>e raised to tlie oflicc of metropolitan, let this paper come up:" on 
the odicr. " If it be not (he will of (u)d that Malpan Aiiiiaiia^i be 
raised to (he ollice of metropolitan, let this paper come up;" 
and (lie same for each candidate. These papers being carefully 
folded up and placed on the altar. Mar Piiii.oxbnus implored the 
Divine guidance and determiiialion ; and he and bis priest chanted 
some prayers. A young deacon then approached the table, making 
three prostrations, and look one of the pa|)('is : it was that respecting 
Malpan Aiiuaiiam, but rejecting him. The other paper electing 
him was tlicn looked for and removed. Prayer was resumed : the 
deacon again advanced to the altar, observing the same acts of 
reverence, and drew forth a second paper, appointing Malpan 
Pnii.M'riis. A day was (ixed for his ordination, when he was con- 
secrated, with the usual forms, by Mar Piiii,oxi-,nus, under the 
name of Mau Dionysius, and installed in the office of inetropolilan. 
Mar Piiii.oxr.Niis returned to his favourite residence at Agugniir; 
where he continued the same holy, retired eharacler, till roused by 
an unjust attempt of Mau AriiANASius, a Syrian bishop, to deiirive 
him of his dignity as metropolitan. 

M\u AriiANAsius came into Travancor in the month of Novem- 
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bcr 1825, sent, as iic said in his proclamation to tiic cluiicli, " by tlio 
Older of their general father and lord, Maii Icnatius the patriaroii ; 
and styling himself Ahwianasius, nietropolitan of Ilinddstiin, seated 
on the throne of the apostle 'I'lioM as." Instigated by the principal 
Malpan amongst the Syrians, and a young Katanar named Phii.iimms, 
ho demanded of the government tiie immediate deposition of Maii 
Puii.oxuNus and Maii Dionysius, the local metropolitan, and his own 
acknowledgment, lie called upon the churches to yield him their instant 
ol)edi(;ncc ; gave orders for the omission of (he names of I'ihi.oxiai.s 
and Dionysius in the prayers of the church; acts of violence wmo. 
resorted to against such as refused comi)lianee ; priests were sus- 
pended for acts done in obedience to the orders of the native dio- 
cesan ; the tombs of former mctropolitan.s were demolished ; the 
interior of churches altered; and the laws and customs of the com- 
munity infringed. 

The native prelates, for the safely of their persons, sought refuge 
in the college of Kottayam, and under the protection of the Hritisli 
missionaries. Mau Aiiianasius summoned them, as common priests, 
to appear before hin\ ; and, on their refusal, he fulminated before 
the assembled Katanars, in the church of Kottayam, a regular ana- 
thema against Piiii.oxknus and Dionysius, and forbade all, on pain 
of his curse, to visit them. The astonished asseml)ly were takctii by 
surprise, for the inlcntions of Atiianasius were unknown till he had 
actually commenced the ceremony of cxcoinmunication ; but an at- 
tempt by the leaders of his faction, Malpan KoNA'irA and the Katanar 
PiiiLU'rus, to obtain from the asseml)ly their signatures to a jiapcr 
acknowledging AriiANASius, and rejecting Piiii.oxknus and Diow- 
sius, was resisted with indignation. The doors of the church were 
in conscciuence closed upon them ; liberty od'ercd as the price of their 
obedience, and confinement arrayed before them as the |)unishinent 
of their obstinacy. Intimidated by the wrath of the foreign prelate, 
or alarmed by the threat of harslier measures, the assemlily suc- 
cessively subsinibed a nioditicMl i)aper, acknowledging Ai man asics 
as deputed from .Aniioch to assist Iheir native metropolitans, but not 
rejecting either I'liii.oxr.Nu.s or Dkinv.sius. 

f)n obtaining this paper, Maii Aiiianasius pronounced all orrli- 
nations void which had been held since the d('eease of Mau Dion v- 
sius metropolitan, who died a.i>. 1810; conferrctd fresh orders on 
those already possessing them, priests as well as deacons; and threat- 
ened with excommunication such as refused to receive them. Large 
fees for the administration of the ordinances of marriage and bmial, 
ami for the celebration of feasts for the dead, were exacted ; and tlie 
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sorviccs of the. cliiirch were diieeled to lie withheld, unless uncon- 
ditional compliance was rendered to his rc{>;nlations, notwithstanding 
they were at variance with the ordinances of the state, and the customs 
and practices of the church. 

These irregular proceedings produced division and a long train 
of evils, and exposed the church (o the laughter and scorn of the 
Roman Catholics and the Hindis around thcni. Mah Piin.o- 
xr.Ms (Icclinod to take upon himself any active management of the 
alVairs of the cliurch, till the expiration of the forty days from the 
day of pronouncing the anathema, and retired to his usual retreat 
in perfect peace of mind, saying, " that he had done nothing to merit 
the sentence reeordod, or the proceedings adopted against him. 'I'liat 
he placed his reliance upon God ; and when he remcmhcretl that it 
was liic practi(;e of the church to excommunicate with great reluc- 
tance, wilii much fasting and prayer, he could not feel any fear 
wluMi he perceived the hasty passion with which this curse against 
liim had been uttered." 

Under all these |)rovoeatioiis, his conduct for meekness, self- 
possession, and forbearance, was beyond all praise. He was, per- 
haps, (Iclicient in the energy which llio occasion rc((iiircd ; on 
wiiich account, and because of his refusal to lake any decisive 
slop at an early stage of the proceedings, many, who were de- 
sirous of acting with him, subniiltcd (o'his opponent, intimidated 
by (lie menaces of BIaii Athanasios, and cajoled by those who 
favoured his cause. 

On (he retirement of Piiiloxknus, to expiate in seclusion and 
prayer the anathema that liad been fidminated against him, Mau 
AnrANAsius addressed a circular to all the parishes, mentioning that 
he had excommunicated Piiit.oxicNus and Dionysius as children of 
the devil, and forbidding their admission into any church. This letter 
the presbytery in general refused to receive; and transmitted it to 
the Madras government, with a prayer that it would vindicate the 
rights and privileges of the Syrian church, and put a stop to the 
outrageous and violent acts of the foreign jirelate, who had trampled 
n|)ou the laws of the state, annidled the most sacred ordinances, 
invalidated the most solemn engagenients, and, by unsettling the 
inheritances of many, would give rise to endless litigation and con- 
fusion. 

A proclamation was in consequence issued by the RIadras govcrn- 
nient, reminding the Syrian Christians of their duty and obedience 
towards their native metropolitan ; and threatening the factious with 
that punishment which was due to contumacy and rebellion. Maii 
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Atiianasius was warned against all furllicr interference with llic 
alTairs of the church. He was cautioned against infringing upon the 
laws of the country, and advised to return to Syria if he could not 
remain at peace with i\lAU Piiii.oxknu.s, the native prelate, in whom 
was vested by tlie government the plenary and paramount authority 
over the church of Malayala. 

The forty days having now expired — the period of expiation im- 
posed by tlic curse. — Maii I'riii.oxKNUS reassumcd the, exercise of the 
duties of iiis prelacy ; atui, anxious to reslore the peace and unity 
of his church, immediately addressed pastoral letters to all the parishes 
in his dioccss, informing them of the proclamation issued by their 
sovereign, recalling the Katanars, ciders, and people, who had rle- 
parled from (he established customs of their communion, and had 
been guilty of irregularities, to return to the usages of tlieir church, 
under pain of the chastisement which their offences deserved. Ho 
called on the clergy to take measures for securing the attention of 
the people to their morning and evening devotions, for their attend- 
ance at church, their keeping the Aists, confessing and receiving the 
sacraments, watching diligently the concerns of their souls, and 
placing their dependence upon God. 

Neither the conciliatory character of Piiii.oxr.NUS nor the for- 
bearance of the government nuiHihed the arrogance of A tiianasics. 
He would hear of no compromise ; he rejected every idea of any ap- 
plication to the sovereign of the country, under whose sanction, in 
conformity with the custom of the Syrian Christians, the native metro- 
politan was acting, or to the church collc(!tivoly, for an investigation 
of the legality of Maii Piiii.oxr.Nus's consecration; but persevered 
in his attempt to depose him, to disregard all public enactments as 
well as private rights, and o|)enly to resist the civil authority of the 
state. 

Mar Atiianasius was in consequence ordered to depart. The 
liberality of the state afforded him the means to withdraw from a 
country whose laws he had violated, and from a church in which his 
unchristian conduct had sown the seed of schism and dissension. 
Before his departure ho publicly anathematised several of the most 
respectable Syrians in the country, and committed a flagrant act of 
injustice in destroying the credentials, or letters of consecration, given 
by Mar GiiF,(ioiiius, a.d. 1772, to Mar Cyuii,, and which were of 
importance in establishing the title of the present line of metropo- 
litans. The conduct of Malpan UOiS'ATTA of IMamalcheri, the great 
instigator of the commotions, and the adviser of IMaii Atiia.nasil's, 
a man of bad character, and who was the terror of his neighbour- 
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Iiood, and that of the KataiiAc Piiilipi'us and of his pnifisans, 
underwent an investigation ; but their scandalous olTcnces, through 
llie lenity of the government, escaped the full complement of tlio 
punishment whicli the laws demanded ; and their sins were atoned 
for by a fine, a short imprisonment, and the spiritual censures of 
the church. 



I To be continued. \ 



